
 

 
 
 

 
 

Vice tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
 

 
 

 

 

Dear Members, Volunteers and other supporters 
 
L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƳƛǘǘŜƴǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǌŀƛƴ ŘƻŜǎ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ encourage  
visitors to seek shelter in the Museum. Visitor numbers are up also we suspect, because entry 
is free and local families are coming for return visits ς for example, youngsters who have been 
with their school or on a Family Event, coming back witƘ ƎǊŀƴƴȅ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǎƘŜ 
was the same age. 
 
¢ƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŀƴǘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŘŜŦŜǊǊŀƭ ōȅ aƻǊŀȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǿŀǎ 
ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ŀƭŀǊƳƛǎǘΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊƻǳƎƘ ǊƛŘŜ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ 
but imminent closure is not on the cards. Our Museum is not alone in being able to attract 
grants for specific projects and purchases (albeit via time-consuming applications), but 
income to meet all our running costs is the challenge. The support from The Northern Scot, in 
featuring the Museum for the past few weeks, is gratifying, as have been comments of public 
support. Our Fundraising Group is exploring innovative methods of increasing revenue. 
 
Other news from The Moray Society Board: our revised Constitution has been accepted by 
h{/w ŀƴŘ ƭƻŘƎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎΩ IƻǳǎŜΣ ƻǳǊ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ нлмп ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
examined and accepted by OSCR, and we are very pleased to have welcomed Claire Herbert 
as a co-opted member of the Board. Claire has been an active member of The Moray Society 
for a while, and has a particular interest in archaeology, as a hobby, and in her day job with 
Aberdeenshire Council. Please note that any member wanting to see minutes of meetings or 
have a personal copy of the Constitution has only to ask. Our thanks are due to AIM, the 
Association of Independent Museums, and the Esmée Fairburn Foundation, for their grant 
which covered 90% of the legal and associated costs of the new Constitution. 
 
Fortunately for me, involvement with the Museum does have lighter moments! Some of 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΩǎ ǊƻǳƴŘ-up. It was great to be asked by Yale 
Press and Aberdeen University to host the launch of the long-awaited local volume of 
tŜǾǎƴŜǊΩǎ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ƎǳƛŘŜǎΦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ ²ƻƻŘǿƻǊǘƘΩǎ ǘŀƭƪ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƴŜǿ ŦŀŎǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
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ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ aƻǊŀȅΩǎ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘƻǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ 
attract a new category of tourist to Moray and to our Museum (p.589-90). 
Our Recognised fossil collection continues to attract enquiries and we welcomed Dr Christian 
Kammerer from Berlin for a couple of days to further his research on dicynodont reptiles. He 
found the 3D skull model especially useful. The weather was also good enough to show him 
some of the find sites, coastal features and footprints. Christian is on his honeymoon; they 
are American, and his wife enjoyed reading the letters Mabel wrote to her mother from 
Covesea, when she was here on her telephone-promoting honeymoon with Alexander 
Graham Bell! 
 
Our newly constituted Geology Group has half a dozen members and a wide range of 
interested contacts in the museum and academic worlds, and is drawing up a plan of action. I 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ wŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ 
collection, mainly from the likes of Sinclair Ross and former curator, Susan Bennett, could 
ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ ōǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŜƴǘƘǳǎŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǎ L ǿŀǎ ŜƴǘƘǳǎŜŘΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ 
touch if you too would like to learn more or be involved. 
 
Thanks everyone for making the Museum a rewarding ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ άǿƻǊƪέ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅΩǎ 
ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƴƛŎƘŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘƻǎŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ .ƻƻƪ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ 
ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜǊǎΩ ŦŀǾƻǳǊŀōƭŜ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ±ƛǎƛǘ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ 
assessor (and yes, he will recommend we keep our 4**** status) commented particularly on 
his helpful welcome. 
Janet Trythall 
Vice-president 
 

aȅ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ 9ƭƎƛƴ aǳǎŜǳƳ 
 
Beginning this past April, I had the pleasure of completing a 20-day placement at Elgin 
aǳǎŜǳƳ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ !ōŜǊŘŜŜƴΩǎ a[ƛǘǘ aǳǎŜǳƳǎ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ L ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅǎ ǘǳŎƪŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊŜǎΣ ǳǇŘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ !ƴŘǊŜǿ YƛǘŎƘŜƴŜǊΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛt. 
 The best thing about work experience at a small museum is that I was afforded the 
opportunity to become involved in many different areas, not just the Natural History 
collection. I worked with Heather to re-organise the stores and complete intake paperwork 
for Treasure Trove finds; I volunteered at the front desk, welcoming and introducing new 
visitors to the museum; and most recently, I have been assisting Di with presenting the family 
drop-in activity sessions offered during the holidays.   
Elgin Museum houses an excellent collection, but it is the hard-work and dedication of the 
employees and volunteers which make it a great place to learn what it takes to run a 
successful museum. I will forever appreciate this opportunity to work and learn at this 
wonderful institution. 
Thank you all! 

 
Rebecca Guetter 
MLitt Museums Studies Student  

University of Aberdeen                        



 

 

Education and Outreach 
 
!ǎ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻƴƎƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨCŀƳƛƭȅ CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ aǳǎŜǳƳΩ ŀǿŀǊŘ нлмрΦ  
Unfortunately we were not shortlisted this year, but we are still doing wonderful work to 
encourage families to come and visit the museum.  This can be seen in the increased numbers 
of children visiting the museum, especially after they have been with their school and go 
home to tell their parents what a great time they had! 
The Families activities sessions have started off really well this year, with over 200 people 
ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ DŜƻƭƻƎȅ IŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨwƻŎƪ tŀƛƴǘƛƴƎΩ ŎǊŀŦǘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ 
had local authƻǊ {ǳǎŀƴ /ƭƛŦŦƻǊŘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƴŜǿ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪ Ψ! 5ƛƴƻǎŀǳǊ 5ŀǎƘΩ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ 
copies.  She had a great time and we look forward to hosting her again when her new book 
comes out later this year. 

 
{ǳǎŀƴ /ƭƛŦŦƻǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ōƻƻƪ ά! 5ƛƴƻǎŀǳǊ 5ŀǎƘέ 

 
 It has been wonderful to see so many children taking part in these sessions and also having a 
go at the Museum Trail ς not sure how much the chocolate is influencing them!  What has 
been interesting to see is the number of grandparents coming along with their grandchildren 
to these events.  If you are able to help out at any of the family events this year then please 
come along ς there is object handling on a Wednesday and craft sessions on a Thursday.   
 

 
Rebecca, a visiting Masters student from Aberdeen  

with some young visitors 

 
On Wednesday 12th !ǳƎǳǎǘ ƻǳǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŀ Ψ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ 
мΩ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƛƭƛŀΣ 
stories and photos of World War 1.  We are going to be recording oral histories and scanning 
photos to add to our website for everyone to share.  If you or any member of your family has 
anything that they would like to share then please feel free to come along.  The session will 
run between 11am and 2pm. 



 

 
Work is going on to develop the use of the Incorporated Trades artefacts and documents 
within the museum.  We are hoping to have an exhibition of these artefacts sometime next 
year.  If you are able to help with the setting up of the exhibition, or have a story to tell about 
the Incorporated Trades then please let us know.  We are also looking for anyone who would 
like to take part in a short film ς either on the technical side or in front of the camera. 
 
YŜŜǇ ŀƴ ŜȅŜ ƻǇŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨaŀŘ IŀǘǘŜǊΩǎ ¢Ŝŀ tŀǊǘȅΩ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ уth August 
ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǘŀƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ψ¢Ŝŀ tŀǊǘȅΩ ƛƴ 
the side hall on the day.  We are looking for volunteers to help out ς dressed in character of 
course ς both on the day and with setting up and taking down.  There is a sign-up sheet in the 
office if you are able to help out.   
 
Di Hannan 

 

Museum Assistant Update 
 

L ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŀƭŦ ǿŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅΚ  ά¢ƛƳŜ 
flies when ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ Ŧǳƴέ ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀƳ 
effort.  Elgin Museum is the place to be! 
 
Fond Farewells 
!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ !ǇǊƛƭ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ΨƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭΩ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ Řƻ ŦƻǊ Sue (Dr Susan Beardmore, Curatorial 
Assistant Geology/Palaeontology) in the Emperor restaurant.  Thank you to all of you who 
contributed to a leaving gift; £105 was raised which bought a large bunch of flowers, an 
9ƭƎƛƴƛŀ aƛǊŀōƛƭƛǎ ǘŜŀ ǎƘƛǊǘΣ {ǳŜΩǎ ƳŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ ƳƻƴŜȅΦ 
 

 
 

A few of us said a finaƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭΣ ƎƻƻŘōȅŜ όǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎύ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜ aǳŎƪƭŜ /Ǌƻǎǎ ƻƴ {ǳŜΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ Řŀȅ ƛƴ 
May - with a few it could be said, slightly worse for wear the next morning ς you know who 
you are!    
 

    
Homemade dinosaur biscuits by Mary Shand as a  

leaving gift to Sue but gobbled up by the rest of us! 



 

 

My 9am cup of tea in the morning is not the same without Sue and I know you will feel the 
same in wishing her well in whatever she strives to do next.  Sue has a 3 month geology trip to 
the U.S. planned for the end of the month but is still job hunting for paid 
Geology/Palaeontology work.  
  

 
 

Another fond farewell goes to Tracy Metcalfe (above, left) who has said a reluctant goodbye 
ǘƻ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ǎƘƻǇ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ŦǳƭƭǘƛƳŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ CƻǊǊŜǎΦ  !ƴŘ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ ΨƘŜƭƭƻΩ ŀƴŘ 
ΨǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΩ ǘƻ ƴŜǿ ǎƘƻǇ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀƭƭ ƭŜǘǘƛƴƎǎ ΨŀƎŜƴǘΩ DŀȅƭŜ IŜƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ όŀōƻǾŜΣ ǊƛƎƘǘ ς and 
ƴƻΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ōƭŀƴƪ ǎŎǊŜen, just the angle the monitor is at), recently retired from The Moray 
Council Customer Services Team as a Council Tax and Housing Benefit Advisor.  Very glad to 
have you on board and thank you for letting me talk you in to it! 
 
 
Temporary Exhibitions 
Thanks go to Milan Ardis (formerly of Yorkshire Archaeology Trust ς not the Jorvik Viking 
/ŜƴǘǊŜύ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ Ψ!ƭƛŎŜ ƛƴ ²ƻƴŘŜǊƭŀƴŘΩ ǘƘŜƳŜŘ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǎǘŀƛǊǎ ŎŀǎŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ aƛƭŀƴΩǎ ƛƴƎŜƴǳƛǘȅΣ ΨлΩ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŀteful thanks to 
exclusive loans from the Dodgson Family Trust.  The exhibition marks the 150th Anniversary of 
[Ŝǿƛǎ /ŀǊǊƻƭƭΩǎΣ Ψ!ƭƛŎŜΩǎ !ŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ²ƻƴŘŜǊƭŀƴŘΩΦ 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Art Exhibitions 
Lŀƴ aŎ!ǊǘƘǳǊ ǎƻƭŘ с ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎǎ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ Ψ/ŀǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƻƳŜƴǘΩ ŀǊǘ exhibition at Elgin Museum, 
25% of sales going to Elgin Museum. 
 

    
 

{ƘŜǊƛƴ 9ƭIŜƎŀȊƛΩǎ Ψ9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ LƭƭǳǎƛƻƴΩ exhibition is now ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ WŀƳŜǎ .ȅŀǘǘΩǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ IƛƎƘ 
!ǊŎǘƛŎΩ, opening on 1st August and then WǳŘƛǘƘ {ǳǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ Ψ! ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǎǘƛǘŎƘŜǎΩ ƛn 
ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ !ƴƴ /ƻǊǊƛƎŀƭƭ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǇǳǇƛƭΩǎ ŀǊǘ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
hŎǘƻōŜǊΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜƳΗ 
 
CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ aǳǎŜǳƳǎ ΨaŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ aŀȅƘŜƳΩ ς 16th May 2015  

 
{ƻƳŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ ǎǘŀŦŦΣ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƴŎŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ LƴǾŜǊƴŜǎǎ Ψ5ŀƴǎŜ 9ŎƻǎǎŜΩ 

 

    
Collecting sandwiches whilst spreading the word up the toon and 

 Frances Wardhaugh sets the scene 



 

    
Above left: Here comes trouble - YƴƛƎƘǘ DǊŀƘŀƳΣ aŜǊŎƘŀƴǘ aŀǊǉǳŀǊŘǘΣ ΨCŀǘƘŜǊΩ tŜǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ΨtƻƻǊΩ wƛǘŎƘƛŜΗ  
[ŀǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ψ¸ƻǳƴƎ aŀǊǾŜƭǎ /ƭǳōΩΦ  !ōƻǾŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΥ п ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŀƪŜ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ 

manuscripts with Anne Anderson. 

 

      
All ages join in the Dancing with the Danse Ecosse ladies 

 

 

       
       Everyone gets a turn                       Object handling                    Being a Knight 
 

 

        
Hugely popular sword making with Graham Robertson  

5ŜǊŜƪΩ ƛǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ aŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ Ƴŀƴ όŎŜƴǘǊŜύΣ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜƴ ƘƛƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜΚ 

 

 


