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Dear Members, Volunteers and other supporters
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visitors to seek shelter in the Museum. Visitor numbers are up also we suspect, because entr
is free and local families are coming for return vigiter example, youngsters who have been
with their school or on a Family Event, coming backwita NI yy & ¢gK2 KI Ay Qi
was the same age.
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but imminentclosure is not on the cards. Our Museum is not alone in being able to attract
grants for specific projects and purchases (albeit via tmesuming applications), but
income to meet all our running costs is the challenge. The support from The NorthernrScot
featuring the Museum for the past few weeks, is gratifying, as have been comments of public
support. Our Fundraising Group is exploring innovative methods of increasing revenue.

Other news from The Moray Society Board: our revised Constitution has decepted by
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examined and accepted by OSCR, and we are very pleased to have welcomed Claire Herbe
as a ceopted member of the Board. Claire has been an active memb&hefMoray Society

for a while, and has a particular interest in archaeology, as a hobby, and in her day job with
Aberdeenshire Council. Please note that any member wanting to see minutes of meetings or
have a personal copy of the Constitution has onlyask. Our thanks are due to AIM, the
Association of Independent Museumend the Esmeé Fairburn Foundation, for their grant
which covered 90% of the legal and associated costs of the new Constitution.
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Fortunately for me, involvement with the Museum doesvhalighter moments! Some of

Press and Aberdeen University to host the launch of the -bbmgited local volume of
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attract a new category of tourist to Moray and to our Museum (p-589.

Our Recognised fossil collection continues to attratquéries and we welcomed Dr Christian
Kammerer from Berlin for a couple of days to further his research on dicynodont reptiles. He
found the 3D skull model especially useful. The weather was also good enough to show himj
some of the find sites, coastal femes and footprints. Christian is on his honeymoon; they
are American, and his wife enjoyed reading the letters Mabel wrote to her mother from
Covesea, whershe was here on her telephonrpromoting honeymoon with Alexander
Graham Bell!

Our newly constitutd Geology Group has half a dozen members and a wide range of
interested contacts in the museum and academic worlds, and is drawing up a plan of action. |
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collection, manly from the likes of Sinclair Ross and former curator, Susan Bennett, could
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touch if you too would like to learn more or be involved.
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assessor (and yeke will recommend we keep our 4**** status) commented particularly on

his helpful welcome.

Janet Trythall

Vice-president

Thanks everyone for makirtpe Museum a rewardingJt | OS G2 a@2NJ] ¢ | yFli
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Beginning this past April, | had the pleasure of completing @a0placement at Elgin
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The best thing about work experience at a small museum is that | was afforded the
opportunity to become involved in many different areas, not just the Natural History
collection. | worked with Heather to rerganise the stores and complete intake paperk

for Treasure Trove finds; | volunteered at the front desk, welcoming and introducing new
visitors to the museum; and most recently, | have been assisting Di with presenting the family
drop-in activity sessions offered during the holidays.

Elgin Musem houses an excellent collection, but it is the harork and dedication of the
employees and volunteers which make it a great place to learn what it takes to run a
successful museum. | will forever appreciate this opportunity to work and learn at this
wonderful institution.

Thank you all!

Rebecca Gueer ’
MLitt Museums Studies Student
University of Aberdeen
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Education and Outreach
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Unfortunately we were not shortlisted this year, but we are still doing wonderful work to
encourage families to come and visit the museum. This can be seen in the intneasieers

of children visiting the museum, especially after they have been with their school @and g
home to tell their parents what a great time they had!

The Families activities sessions have started off really well this year, with over 200 people
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copies. She had a great time and we look forward to hosting her again when her new book
comes out later this year.
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It has ben wonderful to see so many children taking part in these sessions and also having a
go at the Museum Trad not sure how much the chocolate is influencing them! What has
been interesting to see is the number of grandparents coming along with their gnédcen

to these events. If you are able to help out at any of the family events this year then please
come along; there is object handling on a Wednesday and craft sessions on a Thursday.

Rebecca, a visiting Masters student from Aberdeen
with some young visitors

On Wednesday 12! dz3dza i 2dzNJ 8SaaAaz2y sArff o6S | fAGGTS
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stories and photos of World War 1. We are gdimgpe recording oral histories and scanning
photos to add to our website for everyone to share. If you or any member of your family has
anything that they would like to share then please feel free to come along. The session will
run between 11lam and 2pm
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Work is going on to develop the use of the Incorporated Trades artefacts and documents
within the museum. We are hoping to have an exhibition of these artefacts sometime next
year. If you are able to help with the setting up of the exhibition, or reastory to tell about

the Incorporated Trades then please let us know. We are also looking for anyone who would
like to take part in a short filmg either on the technical side or in front of the camera.
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the side hall on the day. We are looking for volunteers to helpcaiitessed in character of

courseq both onthe day and with setting up and taking down. There is agmsaheet in the
office if you are able to help out.

Di Hannan

Museum Assistant Update
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effort. Elgin Museum is the place to be!

Fond Farewells
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AssistantGeology/Palaeontology) in the Emperor restaurant. Thank you to all of you who
contributed to a leaving gift; £105 was raised which bought a large bunch of flowers, an
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May - with a few it could be said, slightly worse for wear the next mormgrygpu know who
you are!

Homemade dinosaur biscuits by Mary Shand as a
leaving gift to Sue but gdibed up by the rest of us!




My 9am cup of tea in the morning is not the same without Sue and | know you will feel theJ

same in wishing her well in whatever she strives to do next. Sue has a 3 month geology trip t
the U.S. planned for the end of the montlhut is still job hunting for paid
Geology/Palaeontology work.

Y

)
B R [
. o g 5 1Pt E

Another fond farewell goes tdracy Metcalfe(above, left) who has said a reluctant goodbye
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y2X AlQa yed,ijustthe angld thyeimoritdd iNBt), recently retired from The Moray
Council Customer Services Team as a Council Tax and Housing Benefit Advisor. Very glad
have you on board and thank you for letting me talk you in to it!

Temporary Exhibitions

Tharks go to Milan Ardis (formerly of Yorkshire Archaeology Teusbt the Jorvik Viking
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exclusive loans from the Dodgson Family Trust. The exhibition marks theAbBiversary of
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Art Exhibitions
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25% d sales going to Elgin Museum.
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Collecting sandwiches whilst spreading the word up the toon and
Frances Wardhaugh sets the scene
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manuscripts with Anne Anderson.
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Object handling Being a Knight

Hugely popular sword making with Graham Robertson
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