ELGIN MUSEUM
YOUNG MARVELS
MERRY CHRISTMAS
And a HAPPY NEW YEAR
From all at ELGIN MUSEUM
Hello again from all at Elgin Museum. It seems like only a short time since the last
Christmas newsletter – and so much has happened since then! For all of you it is only a short
time till the Christmas holidays and also a short time till the Museum is up and running again
ready for a new year.
We’ve had lots of changes recently. Firstly, we lost Di, whom all of you will remember,
when she moved away from the area to the North of England. She has asked me, however,
to pass on her best wishes to all Young Marvels for Christmas and the New Year. Secondly,
the Museum has become almost lost in a large amount of scaffolding as we are having the
roof and the building refurbished. Having been standing for 175 years, it needs a little bit of
care and attention so that it can keep going for another 175 years.
We have a great bit of news for all of you. We have a new person called Jenny, who is
coming to the Museum in January and will be handling all of the school groups and the Young
Marvels activities from then on. 2018 is the ‘Year of Young People’ and we plan to have an
exciting year of activities for all of our Young Marvels.
Just as a reminder of the great things that have been happening in the Museum in the
last year, I thought it would be good to remind ourselves of some of the things that we
enjoyed. Last December, we had a Young Marvels membership of 134 and I am delighted to
tell you that we now have 288 members, so our children’s activities are now a very important
part of what we do, including visits from schools and visits to schools.
One of our best and biggest ever events happened in April when the Museum was
invaded by the Up Helly Aa crew from Shetland. A day of Viking activities was organised
round their visit and huge fun and many photo opportunities were to be had on the day.

The Up-Helly-Aa crew at Elgin Museum

The event was so successful that we decided to have another Viking day as part of the
summer activities programme at a time when it was less busy and it was easier to work on
crafts associated with the Vikings.

Viking craft day

As well as the Vikings, we had other drop in craft days featuring the Picts, the Romans and
the Victorians. These were really well attended. Look out for activities which will be
happening in the Museum during all of the school holidays from the end of March, when the
Museum will be open once again. The Museum, by that time, should be looking bright and
shiny after the work outside.

Egyptian Craft Day

Before she left, Di Hannan had planned out a six week programme, based on Medieval Times,
for the Young Marvels, and to this we added four further “drop-in” craft sessions for any
interested families. I agreed to lead the sessions when she left and had great fun finding craft
ideas, colouring sheets, quizzes etc. We were able to equip this year’s Young Marvels summer
programme thanks to the support of The Arts Society (formerly NADFAS) which allowed us to
buy in all the necessary and varied materials – including some amazingly smelly faux suede
to make Medieval purses. I told the children it was deliberate – to give them an idea of how
bad the smells of the time were!
The Young Marvels learned a bit about Medieval Elgin and the food, clothes, weapons and
castles of that period. They produced beautiful goblets, picture frames, swords and castles.
And if they sometimes went overboard on the fluorescent felt pens and the bling of stick-on
jewels…well, that fits in with the fashion tastes of the Middle Ages too.

Young Marvels at the North Port (and some not so young)
We ended our programme with a guided walk along the High Street, looking at the various
buildings and considering what had been there in the Middle Ages. All of the children dressed

up, (as did Claire and I, of course) wielded cardboard swords and axes, shouted and yelled
when asked and generally created interest in the passing population. There were stops at
different landmarks for group photos and interviews given to local newspaper reporters.
When we reached the base of Ladyhill, we found a piper waiting to pipe us up to the top!
Thanks to the ladies at BID for that. At the top, we stormed the castle and surveyed the
land around. What a great day!
During October, we had three jam-packed family friendly event, first creating Ogham
inscribed pendants before we moved further afield with a morning of Ancient Egyptian
themed activities. At the end of October, we welcomed a myriad of ghosts & ghouls for our
Late Night Spooktacular as we celebrated the Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) festival.

Storytelling at the Spooktacular & Morag ready for the evening

Watch out soon for details of the activities to be happening in the Museum during 2018 – we
will email all of you with the programme as soon as it has been finalised. Remember to let us
know of any changes to email addresses, if these change. We would hate you to miss out on
any of the fun going on next year. As you will see from the description of last year’s
activities, it can be huge fun to learn.

Some Christmas
puzzles to enjoy

Spot the difference then colour

Watch for details of your 2018
programme and be sure to come along
next year!!
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