Activity M1 (Archaeology)
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Cropmarks are marks on the landscape made by past, sometimes ancient, structures.
Where stone foundations or remains of buildings lie beneath the surface the grass or crops
on the surface do not grow so well. Using aerial photography (photos taken from high up

in the air by plane or drone) archaeologists can see these marks on the landscape and
identify areas which may be worth excavating.
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR GROWING YOUR OWN CROPMARK

~ 2.Use dough or clay to
mark out your planin the
y base of your box.

To make

You will need:

A shallow box
Some stones
Playdough or clay
Soil
Cress or mustard seed

3. Start building the walls using °
dough as cement. Careful not to completed bu“d!
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™ You want the soil to
*just* cover the tops of
your walls.

6. Finally add another sprin Two days in and first

 soil to cover the seed ta sprouts showing in our
wee drink & pop it on a SUNNy
~windowsill You should:

Pretty sure that there's less Another couple of days growth
‘sproutage’ where my foundations are & you can clearly see where my
- what do you think?! foundations are buried!

Once you have harvested your cress or mustard, you can practice your archaeological excavation skills!
You don't need any special tools — spoons, paintbrushes and sticks are all useful. Don’t forget to share your
progress photos with us on Facebook and Instagram #ElginMuseumfromHome




