Elgin Museum Update July 2020

Dear Museum Volunteers, Moray Society members and otherfriends of Elgin Museum,

Welcome once more to another Elgin Museum Update! If you missed the June (or May) editions,
we'd recommend you visit the website - packed with activities, news, jokes and more, they're sure to
help you through the not so sunny days of summer!

In this Update:
¢ Now and Nextat Elgin Museum
¢ The Moray Society
e Our "Virtual Museum"
e Mary's Quiz
e Geology
e Archaeology
e Historical Recipes
e Janet'sJokes
e Books for Sale

As ever, please dolet us know if you have any suggestions for what to feature in future Updates - or
evenifyouwould like to contribute. Please email curator@elginmuseum.org.uk with yourideas!



https://elginmuseum.org.uk/newsletters/
mailto:curator@elginmuseum.org.uk

Now and Next at Elgin Museum

Since our last update, many of the "lockdown" measures have begun to ease, as life starts to slowly
and cautiously return some kind of "normal". Scottish Government guidance allowed museums,
galleries and libraries to reopen from the 15th July 2020, but, as indicated in the last Update, for
Elgin Museumthere is much more to do before we will be able to safely welcome our staff,
volunteersand visitors back through the doors.

The Exec Group (Bill, Graham, Janetand Claire) continue to ensure the safety and security of the
Museum and its collections, and have beeninundated with guidance on "what next" - from the
Scottish and UK Governments, the Health & Safety Executive, and the Museums'Sector. This
guidance is being used as a basis for a Risk Management Plan for the Museum, which will identify
what changeswe'll need to putin place to ensure the well-being of our staff and volunteers - as
many of you are no doubtaware, our building does not currently lend itself very well to social -
distancing! We've also beenreceiving guidance on this from our Museum Mentor, Doug MacBeath.



The plan remainsto get our house in order with the undertaking of an Inventory of the Museum's
collections, and to use this as a springboard forimproving how the collections can be better
managed and how they can be usedin future.

Throughoutlockdown, we have been delighted with the ongoing support which our Volunteers,
Moray Society Members and other Friends of the Museum have continued to offer. In particular, we
would like to show ourappreciation to all who have made a donation to the Museum. It is only with
your supportthatwe can continue to operate, even more soin these challenging times, so thank you
all for your generosity.

The Moray Society
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Your chance to support Elgin Museum!

Since our last Update, we are pleased to say we have welcomed several new members to The Moray
Society. If you are notalready a member, and would like to show your supportfor Elgin Museum,
please considersigning up. All of your membership subscription goes straightinto Museum, to help
with day-to-day running costs, collections care, funding activities and more.

Our special introductory offer means that from as little £15 peryear (for single membership) you can
help to make sure Elgin Museum can stay openfor all to enjoy. More details on how to join can be
found onthe website.


https://elginmuseum.org.uk/the-moray-society/membership/

Our "Virtual Museum"

Have you subscribed to our YouTube Channel? If not, you may have missed our latestvideo -
introducing you to our wonderful Pictish and Early Medieval Carved Stone Collection. This video was
made possible thanks to Digital Grant from Museums Galleries Scotland. With this grant we have
been able to purchase "vlogging" kits and laptops, so stay tuned for more video contentinthe
coming months. If there is a particularsubject or theme you'd like to see covered, please let us know
by dropping us an email.

We'd alsolike to hearfrom youif you'd be willingto partina series of shortfilms about What Elgin
Museum Means to You.The call isopento all - as longas you are happy to appearon camera! If
you're interested in taking part, please contact Claire by email at curator@elginmuseum.org.uk.

If you've already run out of ideas this Summer, there are lots of family-friendly activities and quizzes
to download from ourwebsite and our Young Marvels page as well asour Elgin Museum online
jigsaw puzzles. Orwhy notsendthemto a friend orrelative to try?

Have you been keeping up to date with the Museum Musings blog? Since our last Update, two new
posts have been added: the first, from volunteer Martin Cook, who shares an insightinto his recent
work at Elgin Museum with our natural history collection; and new to the blog, volunteerand Moray
Society Board Member Mary Shand gets hot & bothered overfans!

As ever, if you'd like to write a piece for the blog, contact us by email at
curator@elginmuseum.org.uk

Andremembertofind andfollow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter formore museum fun, give
us a like, share our posts, and help us to tell the world about Elgin Museum!



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqVYIHX1wwQUPOcJdVljb7g
https://t.co/rLxmjHaE5T
https://elginmuseum.org.uk/education-and-outreach/
https://elginmuseum.org.uk/young-marvels/
https://www.jigsawplanet.com/ElginMuseum
https://www.jigsawplanet.com/ElginMuseum
https://elginmuseum.org.uk/museum-musings/
https://elginmuseum.org.uk/museum-musings/#Museum_Moths
https://elginmuseum.org.uk/museum-musings/#Fan_Club
mailto:curator@elginmuseum.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ElginMuseumMoray/
https://www.instagram.com/elginmuseum/
https://twitter.com/ElginMuseum

Mary's Quiz

Mary Shand, Museum Volunteer and Moray Society Board Member, has put her quizzinghaton
againand created a brand new quizforyou all to try. In this month's quiz all of the answers can be
found onthe Elgin Museum website. Feelfree to let us know on Twitter, Facebook or by email if you
score full marks! Answers at the end (no cheating!).

Museum History

1. In 1836 a group of Elgin men metto discuss setting up a museumin Elgin. Name 2 of themand
their professions.

2. How didthe “ladies of Elgin” help pay forthe museum?

3. Who donated the Museum hall?

Collections
4. How manyitemshasthe Museuminitscollection?
5. How manyyearsdo earliestfishfossilsin the collection date back?

6. Where can you see many historical images of Moray?

The Moray Society
7. What was the original name of the Moray Society?
8. What is the name of Elgin Museum’s mentor?

9. Inthe"Elgin Museum Highlights" set of films, whatitem s Dr. Fraser Huntertalking about?



Geology

The latest Scottish Geology Trust newsletter provides details of upcoming events, including the
upcoming Why geology matters in Scotland Online Seminar Series which runs every Tuesday from
4th Augustto 8th September 2020. For more details, orto subscribe, view their newsletter online or
visitthe Scottish Geology Trust website.

Also keep an eye out for the Scottish Geology Festival, runningthis yearfromthe 12th Septemberto
31st October 2020 - more detailstofollow.

And for some inspiration of where to see geology in Scotland, the 51 Best places to see Scotland's
Geology might be able to help. Itincludes sitesin Moray, Highlands and Aberdeenshireas well as
furtherafield - but dorememberto follow the Scottish Fossil Code and Scottish Outdoor Access
Code while exploring geological sites.



https://mailchi.mp/04dac3d64415/scottish-geology-trust-july-events
https://www.scottishgeology.com/
https://www.scottishgeology.com/best-places/
https://www.scottishgeology.com/best-places/

Archaeology

As lockdown measures ease, now isagreattime to beginto explore some fascinating archaeology
and heritage sites across Moray — and beyond! Some of ourfavourite local sites to visit are the
Sueno Stone in Forres, Duffus Castle, Elgin Castle on Lady Hill, Burghead Fort, or how about exploring
the historicrailways of Moray —and see how many remnants of this forgotten erayou can spot.
Further afieldin Aberdeenshire, Claire in her day job has produced a series of historictrails leaflets,
available online, which explore some of the best stone circles, pictish stones and historic churches
across the region. You can also find suggestions for othersites tovisitin Moray, Aberdeenshire,
Angusand Aberdeen City onthe Aberdeenshire Archaeology Service website.

There are alsostill lots of great online events, activities and learning opportunities available.

If you’re new to Archaeology, why not try the University of Reading’s free online course
Archaeology: from Digto Lab and Beyond —a greatintroduction to the subject.

Explore the concept of Heritage Under Threat with the University of Leiden’s free online course -
What is your heritage? Who defines heritage? Why is heritage underthreat? How can we protect
heritage? This course discusses these issues and more.



https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/stonecircles
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/pictishstones
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/historicchurches
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/leisure-sport-and-culture/archaeology/sites-to-visit/
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/archaeology
https://www.coursera.org/learn/heritage-protection#syllabus

Or travel back intime through Scottish history by examining early modern Scottish handwriting with
afree course fromthe University of Glasgow: Early Modern Scottish Palaeography: Reading
Scotland's Records.

If you're struggling forideas forthe kidsin the school holidays - or forvisiting grandchildren, nieces,
nephewsetc-and you've already tried all of Elgin Museum's online activities, Archaeology Scotland
alsohave some fun archaeology and heritage learning activities online.

The latest newsletter from ARCH (Archaeology for Communities in the Highlands) also includes links

to events, activities and more (covering the Highlands and Moray too) — to sign up for these
newsletters, please contact Susan Kruse atinfo@archhighland.org.uk

Scottish Archaeologyin the news

e Mysteries of the 2,500-year-old butter found atthe bottom of a loch

e Newlight cast on Scotland's Bronze Age mountain dwellers on Arran

e Top seven Scottish archaeology models on Sketchfab

e 8000 years of Deer and Aden: Aberdeenshire’s lost monastery and country park mysteries

Historical Recipes

v

This month's historical recipe is adelicious summer dessert from the Renaissance period. If you've

beeninspiredtotry yourhand at historical pastry, let us know on Twitter, Facebook or by email (and
save us aslice!).

Orange and Pistachio Tart

(Serves 4)


https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/ems-palaeography
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/ems-palaeography
https://elginmuseum.org.uk/education-and-outreach/
https://archaeologyscotland.org.uk/heritage-resources-portal/archaeological-activities-resource-pack/
https://archaeologyscotland.org.uk/heritage-resources-portal/investigating-heritage-on-your-doorstep/
https://www.scotsman.com/heritage-and-retro/heritage/mysteries-2500-year-old-butter-found-bottom-loch-2919034
https://www.scotsman.com/heritage-and-retro/heritage/new-light-cast-scotlands-bronze-age-mountain-dwellers-arran-2919062
https://www.digitscotland.com/top-seven-scottish-archaeology-models-on-sketchfab-scotland-digs-digital/
https://www.digitscotland.com/8000-years-of-deer-and-aden-aberdeenshires-lost-monastery-and-country-park-mysteries/

Pastry

225g plainflour

125g butter

50g ground almonds

1 tbsp sugar

1 tsp grated orange zest

Pinchsalt

1 egg, beaten

For the filling

3 sweetorangesor4 clementines, peeled, finely sliced
50g sugar

1 amaretto biscuit, crumbled

1 tsp ground cinnamon

15g unsalted butter

55g shelled pistachios, coarsely ground
Method

Make the pastry ina food processor, inthe usual way (asthey would have done inthe Renaissance
period...!), until astiff dough forms. Chill for 1 hour.

Pre-heatovento 150C / Gas mark 2. Roll out pastry and use it to line a23cm/9in pie tin. Line with
foil, fill with baking beans and bake blind for 30 minutes.

Remove beans and foil. Arrange the orange slicesin the pastry case, overlapping. Sprinkle over the

sugar, amaretto crumbs and a little cinnamon, dot with the butter. Bake inamoderate oven (180-
190C / Gas mark 4) for 30 minutes, sprinklingon the nuts 5 minutes before the end of the time.

For more historical recipes, visit the Museum Musings blog!



https://elginmuseum.org.uk/museum-musings/

Janet's Jokes
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What's big, white, furry and always points North?

A PolarBearing!
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How many druids doesittake to change a light bulb?

Sixteen. One to change the light bulb, and fifteen torealign the stones!

Why didn’tthe skeleton cross the road?

He didn’t have the guts.

(and Claire's favourite...)
A mummy, covered in chocolate and nuts, has recently been discovered in Egypt...

Archaeologists believe it may be Pharaoh Rocher!

Books for Sale

If you find yourself with time on your hands, and you've already run out of books to read, Elgin
Museum may be able to help. Although the Museum s currently closed to visitors, you can still
purchase books from our shop to enjoy at home. There are a variety of publications to choose from,
whetheryourinterestisinlocal history, archaeology, geology or the natural world.

Find out more about the history of Elginin Mary Byatt's "Elgin: The Story of the High Street and
Closes"; genup on fossilsin Nigel Trewin's "Fossils Alive!"; discover more about the birdlife of Moray
(and beyond) in "The Breeding Birds of North-East Scotland", edited by lan Francis and Martin Cook;
geta crash-course in Scottish history and prehistory with the " Wee Guides" books; find out more


https://elginmuseum.org.uk/shop/

aboutthe Picts with the Groam House publications; orkeep the kids and grandkids busy with the
super ColourHeroes series of fun historical colouring books.

For details onthese and the many other books available, including prices, please visitour website.
Payment can be made via Paypal or by cheque, and books will be posted to you within 5working
days. If you are interested in purchasing any of our books, and for details of P&P charges, please
email us at curator@elginmuseum.org.uk

Monies raised from the sales of books helps fund the day-to-day running costs of Elgin Museum - so
it's a great way of helpingusout!

That's all for this Elgin Museum Update!

If you have enjoyed this newsletter, any of our Virtual Museum content, or would just like to make a

donationto help support Elgin Museum, please visit our Paypal donations page orforalternative
donation options, please contact us by email: curator@elginmuseum.org.uk



https://elginmuseum.org.uk/shop/
https://curator@elginmuseum.org.uk/
https://t.co/yE8OdZHpSU?amp=1
https://curator@elginmuseum.org.uk/

As ever, we end with anote of thanksto you all for your continued support of Elgin Museum -and a
requestthatyou keepintouch!Let us know if you have any ideasforonline content or fundraising
activities, orif youwould like to contribute to the next Update or our Museum Blog.

Thank you!
Wishing you a happy and healthy summer,

All the best from the Museum Emergency Executive Committee

Please feel free to contact us by email, and do let us know if you enjoyed this Update! Don't forget
to visit the website, find and follow us on social media - and why not tell a friend about Elgin
Museumonline?

Elgin Museum

www.elginmuseum.org.uk

Scottish Charity No:SC017546 // Company Limited by Guarantee No: 106529
QUIZ ANSWERS:

How didyou do? Let us know, by email or on twitter orfacebook!

1. Thefour namesare:Rear Admiral Duff, John Lawson (banker), Patrick Duff (Town Clerk),
Isaac Forsyth (bookseller)

2. Theyhelda bazaar

3. ThePennycuicksisters

4. Roughly 36,000

5. 450 millionyears

6. Elgin Museum Side Hall

7. TheElginScientificSociety
8. Doug MacBeath

9. “The Birnie Budgie”, atiny Roman bird-shaped mount


https://www.elginmuseum.org.uk/
https://www.elginmuseum.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/ElginMuseum
https://www.facebook.com/ElginMuseumMoray/

