Beneath Our Feet
The objects on display here have all been found in the Spynie area.
They represent a broad date range, from the medieval to post-medieval
period – a span of around 600-800 years. Objects reflect settlement,
trade and industry, and the people who lived in, worked in and visited
this area.
The landscape at Spynie would have looked very different in the past.
Spynie Loch would have been considerably larger, and deeper,
connecting to the sea until it began silting up in the 16th Century. Spynie
Castle, now more commonly known as Spynie Palace, was the home of
the Bishops of Moray from the 13th to the 17th Century. Spynie Parish
Church, now a ruin, would have been at the heart of the community, and
perhaps of higher importance given its closeness to the Bishops' palace.
As is common, a thriving village existed in the shadow of the castle. The
exact location of the village is not known, but it is recorded that Spynie
was made a Burgh of Barony in 1451 by King James II. In 1452 it was
made a Burgh of Regality, with the right to a harbour. It is likely that a
variety of crafts and industries would have operated in the village, and
with access to the sea through Spynie Loch, fishing was a common
trade. The village began to decline in the 16th Century, perhaps
because of the loch silting up, and by the end of the 17th Century was
no longer in use. With no village, and no Bishops in residence at the
castle, the parish church also declined and in the 18th Century was
moved to its modern-day location, near Quarrywood.
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1.

Weights and Measures

A: Cup Weight, 127 g (ELGNM: 2016.28.55)
B: Cup Weight, 6.3 g (ELGNM: 2016.28.56)
Cup weights were used from the 14th Century, often to help weigh gold
and silver items such as coins. They are especially common from the
17th Century onwards.
C: Coin Weight (ELGNM: 2017.18.5)
D: Coin Weight (ELGNM: 2017.18.41)
Coin weights were made to match the weights of specific coin
denominations. The coin weight was used to check the weight of a coin
in circulation, to confirm whether it was legal tender or counterfeit.
E: Lead Weight (ELGNM: 2016.28.87)
F: Lead Weight (ELGNM: 2014.24.7)
G: LeadWeight (ELGNM: 2016.28.86)
These circular, or discoidal, lead weights could have been used as
weight measures by merchants, as weaving loom weights, spindle
whorls or weights for other trades and activities. It is not possible to date
these weights with any certainty.
2.

Lead Tokens

Many lead tokens have been found in this area, embossed with a variety
of designs. The exact use of these lead tokens is not known. Lead
tokens have historically been used in several different ways: as “small
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change” coinage, tallies, gaming pieces, tickets (to exchange for goods
or services), weights, to mark attendance at church services and more.
As a prosperous and industrious settlement close to a church and
Bishop’s Palace, these tokens could have been used in any, or all, if
these ways.
Lead tokens were usually made locally, and are difficult to date with any
certainty. Plain lead discs have also been found here, similar in size to
the stamped tokens, which could be token “blanks” awaiting stamping.

A: ELGNM: 2016.40.1 / B: ELGNM: 2016.28.25 / C: ELGNM:
2016.28.27 (A-C may be decorated with the “tau” symbol, also
known as St Anthony’s Cross)
D: ELGNM: 2014.24.10 / E: ELGNM: 2016.28.28 / F: ELGNM:
2016.40.3 / G: ELGNM: 2016.40.2 (F-G may be decorated with a
version of the “square and compass” symbol)
H: ELGNM: 2016.28.29 / I: ELGNM: 2016.28.30 / J: ELGNM:
2016.28.35 /
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3.

Tools of the Trade

A: Lead Pendant Weight (ELGNM: 2016.28.90)
B: Lead Pendant Weight (ELGNM: 2016.28.89)
Pendant weights like this could have been used for weighting fishing
nets, as weaving loom weights or as trade weights.
C: Spindle Whorl (ELGNM: 2016.28.81)
D: Spindle Whorl (ELGNM: 2016.28.82)
Spindles were used to twist fabric fibres together to produce yarn. The
whorls attached to the spindle acted as a weight to help to provide
momentum whilst spinning and twisting the fibres together. It is difficult
to date spindle whorls because this spinning technique was used from
the prehistoric period right through to the post-medieval period.
It has been suggested that the weight of a spindle whorl could indicate
the thickness of yarn produced: lighter spindle whorls (3 - 5 grams) could
have been used for spinning cotton, while heavier ones (30 - 35 grams)
could have been used for spinning wool (Margeson 1993, 184). These
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two weights both fall into the heavier category, so perhaps were used for
spinning wool.
E: Cloth Seal (ELGNM: 2017.23.4)
The cloth seal appears to have been stamped with an image of shears,
perhaps indicating the contents of the sealed bag was wool or wool
cloth.
4.

Harness Pendants

Horse harness pendants are most commonly dated to the mid-late
medieval period (around the 13th to 14th Centuries), although earlier
examples also exist. They are usually made from a cast copper alloy
with an integral fixing loop. They are often decorated with enamel and/or
gilding, and sometimes include the owner’s heraldic motif or crest. They
are more associated with higher status or wealthier individuals, and
would not have been everyday item. The pendant would have been
suspended on mounts by passing an iron pin through their loops and
attached to the various leather fittings that make up a horse’s harness.
The examples here are all of a high quality. No specific heraldic crest
has been identified from the shield-shaped pendants, but as the items
are high status they are likely from a resident of, or visitor, to the castle.
A: Shield-shaped Enamelled Horse Harness Pendant (ELGNM:
2016.28.2)
B: Shield-shaped Enamelled Horse Harness Pendant Lead Pendant
Weight (ELGNM: 2016.28.4)
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C: Flower-shaped Gilded Horse Harness Pendant (ELGNM: 2017.17.16)
5.

Objects of Adornment

A wide variety of metal objects have been found which can be identified
as personal adornments or adornments for objects, all most likely highstatus objects belonging to wealthy individuals.

Items A and B would probably both have been part of harnesses or
leads for hunting dogs. Item B has zoomorphic, or animal, decoration,
and both items are high status objects.
Item C, a bronze stud, is decorated with an incised cross inside a
square. It could have been decorative fitting on a belt, harness or other
item.
Items D, F and K are all belt fittings: a belt hook (D), a gilded belt
attachment (F) and a large annular buckle (K). Such fittings would have
been common throughout the medieval period.
The small silver annular brooch (item E) may date from the 13th or 14th
Centuries. The pin appears to have some decoration on the collar.
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The three decorated book clasps/straps (items G, H and J) would have
been fixed to the exterior of books to keep the covers tightly closed and
the pages flat. Fittings like this were common through the medieval
period, and on into the 16th and 17th Centuries (post-medieval),
meaning it is difficult to assign a date to them.
The spur buckle (item I) may date from the 13th or 14th Centuries. It is
finely made, of copper alloy. It was probably used to attach a leather
strap to a spur.
A: Swivel Ring (ELGNM: 2016.32)
B: Zoomorphic Swivel (ELGNM: 2016.28.47)
C: Bronze Stud (ELGNM: 1979.34)
D: Belt Hook (ELGNM: 2016.28.61)
E: Silver Annular Brooch (ELGNM: 2016.28.1)
F: Gilded Belt Attachment (ELGNM: 2016.28.6)
G: Decorated Book Clasp (ELGNM: 2016.28.59)
H: Decorated Book Clasp (ELGNM: 1979.33.1)
I: Spur Buckle (ELGNM: 2016.28.7)
J: Decorated Book Strap, inscribed with Lombardic Script (ELGNM:
2017.18.31.1 and 2017.18.31.2)
K: Copper Alloy Annular Belt Buckle (ELGNM: 2017.23.1)
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6.

Metal Vessels

Many fragments of metal “pots” have been found, largely of copper alloy.
These fragments are likely from a wide variety of vessel types: bowls,
dishes, cooking pots or cauldrons, skillets and pans, spoons or ladles, or
weigh scale pans. It was very common for copper alloy metals to be
used for vessels throughout the medieval and post-medieval period,
especially for cookware.

A: Lead Pendant Weight (ELGNM: 2016.28.90)
B: Lead Pendant Weight (ELGNM: 2016.28.89)
C: Lead Pendant Weight (ELGNM: 2016.28.90)
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7.

Glazed Floor Tile

This glazed tile fragment is most likely from either the castle or the
parish church. Low status buildings are more likely to have had earth or
rush/straw covered floors rather than tiled floors.
Glazed Floor Tile (ELGNM: 2016.)
8.

Window Lead

This window lead is probably from a high status building like the castle
or the parish church. Low status buildings are unlikely to have had
leaded, or even glazed, windows but would more likely have had timber
shuttered openings.
A: Lead Pendant Weight (ELGNM: 2016.28.90)
B: Lead Pendant Weight (ELGNM: 2016.28.89)
C: Lead Pendant Weight (ELGNM: 2016.28.90)
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