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ELGIN MUSEUM 2025: A BRIEF GUIDE  
 

The Museum is owned and managed by The Moray Society. It was opened in 1843. The 
architect was Thomas Mackenzie. We are all volunteers (ask if you would like to join us!) but 
plan to recruit a paid Inventory Manager over the summer. 
 
We are an independent museum and Scotland’s oldest continuously independent museum. 
Entry is free but your donations are essential and welcomed and all are automatically Gift 
Aided. There are Donations Boxes throughout the Museum or use the card reader in the 
shop! 
 
Respectful distancing is encouraged, and a one-way system allow you exit via the Shop and 
Exit (follow the floor arrows). It is currently not possible to walk all the way around the 
Mezzanine so please be considerate when moving around the upstairs displays; note that the 
balustrade is Victorian so is lower than you might expect and please take care on the stairs. 
 
There is internet available throughout the Museum. EM_Public. Password: Elginia17 
 
We no longer have specific activities for children within the Museum (e.g. object trails) but 
there are free resources that you can pick up at the Exit. Please see our website for more 
child-friendly activities. There is information in the files next to the cabinets in the Main 
Gallery; this information can also be accessed via QR codes which take you to pages on our 
website (also accessible off-site) but please ask a duty volunteer if you need help finding 
information. Upstairs, in the temporary displays, information is mainly in or adjacent to the 
cases. 
 

Entrance area 
 

• Reception desk – where you will be welcomed and general advice given for your visit. 
Hand sanitiser is available, as are face masks, if required.   

• Access to offices, members’ library for Moray Society members and Elgin Museum 

• Shop – this is located in the Side Hall where you will exit. 

• Staff access only to Service Room, staff toilets. 
 

Main Gallery: “PEOPLE AND PLACE”: the last 1000 years of Moray’s story 
 
Volunteer station – on the left inside the door. Please ask and they will try and answer any 
questions. Make your way down the left-hand side of the Gallery, following the arrows. 
 
Glen Moray case: Late 18th century embroidered map of the world; a world view of 1780, as 
seen from a British perspective at that time. Recently conserved with funding from the Idlewild 
Trust. 
 
1. Men of vision – the origins of the Museum; the gentleman seated at the desk is Mr 
Ingram, the first Keeper of the Museum. He lived in the Tower rooms and died in 1871.          
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2. A fertile land – Moray as an important addition to the Kingdom of David I, King of Scotland 
3. The medieval church – the Church gives way to Medieval influence 
4. The reformed kirk – 200 years of religious strife 
5. The burgh – law and order in the towns 
6. Where are the women of history? – history is mostly written by men about men.  
NB “Women of Moray”, book by Museum volunteers, on sale in the shop e.g. referenced in 
the display: Jessie Kesson, Dr Anna Buchan, Sylvia Benton, Mary McCallum Webster. 

• Two washing machines. 
   
From here, take the steps down to the Rear Gallery – or use the slope on right if on wheels: 
 

Rear Gallery: Geology, archaeology, history and natural history 

“Some hae meat”: 
A selection of domestic items; a hand butter churn in alcove. 

 

Geology section: 

• The Backbone of Moray 

• What are Fossils? 

• Panels - featuring some of the key players in the story of the Museum and its place in 
the story of understanding geology and evolution. 

• Fossil fish – from the Middle (380-375 million years ago) and Upper (375-360 million 
years ago) Old Red Sandstones of the Devonian. (The brain coral is only here because 
where else can it go?!) 

• Fossils and how we can study them from MRI/CT scans to plaster casts. e.g. 3D 
model skull of Gordonia traquairi from MRI/CT scans, a model of the dinosaurs’ hairy 
ancestor, Saltopus elginensis. 

• Fossil fish from the Old Red Sandstone – excerpts from Louis Agassiz’ seminal 
work on fossil fishes published in 1844/5 with examples of nodules from Lethen Bar 
Quarry near Nairn. Fossils were first found here in 1839 by John Grant Malcolmson. 

• The Elgin Reptiles – from the New Red Sandstones 
- from the Permian period, 250 million years ago.  
- from the Late Triassic, 220 million years ago. 

Past Museum conference proceedings, with papers by leading specialists and not 
available elsewhere, are for sale in the shop.  

• Permian reptile fossil footprints  

• Elginia mirabilis (life-sized model) – look up above the Permian display case. 

• Ammonite - found at Lhanbryde and probably deposited there as a glacial erratic. 

• “Learn your rocks from pebbles on the beach” – some cobbles from Spey Bay. 
 

Natural History: 

• A Scottish wild cat and the black Kellas cat 

• Fauna of Moray – a wildlife diorama. Note that these creatures were acquired many 
years ago and would not be collected by the Museum under our current collecting 
policy. https://elginmuseum.org.uk/policies/  

https://elginmuseum.org.uk/policies/
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Archaeology: 

• “The First Farmers” – the Neolithic period, c. 4000-2500 BC. 

• Coracle or curach, with above it (look up) a thousand-year-old log boat, both from the 
River Spey.  

• “Tools and weapons” – from pre-history. 

• “Early metalworkers” – axes, carved stone balls. 

• Covesea, Sculptor’s Cave (panel) – a coastal cave with Pictish wall carvings. Many 
human bones were found at excavation, with other artefacts from the Late Bronze and 
Iron Ages. Some items are displayed in Case 6. Where are the Women of History?”. 
Visitors’ guide, and also the definitive scholarly work, on sale in the shop. 

• “Status and Style – Objects of Prestige” – from the Late Bronze and Iron Ages. A 
gold torc from The Law; Ewart Park sword from Boars Moss, Boyndie 

• Medieval finds from 2004 excavation at 213-225, High Street, Elgin (now Marks & 
Spencer) – pottery, leather and wooden artefacts from 12th-15th century 

• Pictish and Early Medieval carved stones from Burghead, Kinneddar and 
Dandaleith, including a water-worn fragment of Pictish stone from Kinloss, found in 
2019. A new edition of the catalogue is in preparation – but not yet available to buy). 
Past Museum conference proceedings, with papers by leading specialists and not 
available elsewhere – including Birnie, Sculptor’s Cave – for sale in the Shop.  

• Treasure Trove – case of recently acquired objects. 
Roseisle cist – an Early Bronze Age burial – a man of 45 years, dated to 2000 BC.  
Below the cist, see the Archaeology Time Line. 

• "Jet" necklace, from a cist burial at Burgie. 

• Hand milling and quern stones 
 
From here turn left up the steps, then bear right into:   
 

Victoriana:  
Every day and exotic items and a “boneshaker” bicycle 
 
Turn right to: 

• Victorian objects: representing fishing, prisons and local industries that survive to this 
day.  

• Elgin’s Tolbooth bell – tap it!  
 
Continue via the ramp back to  

MAIN GALLERY: PEOPLE AND PLACE (continued): 
The volunteer is based at the far end of the Main Gallery, where you came in, and also covers 
upstairs. 
 
On your right:  

• The Souter engine (another association with “Women of Moray” – Lesley, the 
founder’s engineer daughter)  
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7. A united kingdom? – the Union of the Parliaments and the Jacobite Rebellion. 
8. The scientific outlook – experiments with land and people. 
9. Home and abroad – a good education and a pioneering spirit. e.g. James Ramsay 
MacDonald, the first Labour Prime Minister, elected in 1924, born in Lossiemouth. 
10. For king and country – a continuing story of war and peace. 
11. People of Moray – changing times and the diversity of Moray.  

• Toilet (with ambulatory access; no baby changing facilities provided but you are 
welcome to use the space with your own equipment.) Stained glass window from 
Austin Tea Rooms above door. 

• Rose Nursery rocking horse (Too old now to be ridden. Sorry!) 

• Savages supporting the arms of the Sutherlands of Duffus, from Thunderton House, 
an Elgin town house, off Batchen Street. Bonnie Prince Charlie stayed here before 
Culloden. 

• A wapiti (deer) from North America acquired by a member of a local landed family in 
the 19th century. Look up! Again, this would not be collected under our current 
collecting policy. https://elginmuseum.org.uk/policies/ 

 
Now take the stairs to the First Floor keeping left.  
 

First Floor 
 

• Silver casket at the head of the stairs (London Morayshire Club); Crucifix from Verdun, 
WWI; Burmese buddha. 

 

Temporary exhibitions 

Left hand side of staircase: 
 
Case 12: Elgin Marbles in miniature – the stories of John Henning and his innovative cast-
making from the Parthenon sculptures and the previous owner of our examples,  
Louisa, Countess of Seafield, Grant Lodge 
Case 11: New technologies for studying fossils – how modern technologies are allowing 
the Elgin reptiles to be studied in new detail and how this is helping inform scientific 
understanding. 
 

No access beyond this point.  
 
You may hear the striking of the Long case clock acquired in 2021, designed by Elgin 
silversmith William Ferguson and returned to Elgin from Albuquerque by a thoughtful donor. 
 
Please retrace your steps to the staircase and view the temporary exhibitions to the right of 
the staircase. Please be aware of other people moving around the mezzanine. 
 
 
 

https://elginmuseum.org.uk/policies/
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Right hand side of staircase: 
 

• 19th Century Thailand buddha. 
 

Case 2: Peruvian mummified remains – behind curtain. Please read the accompanying 
information on the QR code and pinned on the curtain. She remains available for view, but 
with respect, please. No photography permitted. 
Case 3: Elgin Cathedral 800 – the developing architectural style of Elgin Cathedral. 
Case 4: Silver Tea Services – the Duguid family four-piece tea service is a new acquisition 
this year; it was donated by the great-granddaughter of Dr William Duguid (1868-1925) of 
Buckie, who was presented with the tea service on his marriage. The three-piece tea set 
below was given to Donald Macleod Smith (1821-1885) as a testimonial from the Edinburgh 
Caithness Association when he became Sheriff-Substitute of Elginshire in 1862. Smith has a 
very human story that his relatives, who donated the tea service, have asked us to share. 
Case 5: Elgin Trades memorabilia 
Case 13: Treasure Trove – examples of chance finds and items from excavation 
assemblages, updated as allocations are approved by the King’s and Lord Treasurer’s 
Remembrancer (KLTR). 
 

No access beyond this point.  
 
Descend the stairs, again keeping left. Keep turning left back into the Rear Gallery, then 
immediately right to the Side Hall. 
 

Side Hall and Shop and Exit 
 
Here you will find the third volunteer on duty in the shop. Please browse and buy! Note the in-
house publications containing information not available elsewhere, especially on Moray’s 
archaeology and fossils. 
 
Card and cash payments. Donations welcome! 
 

On the Easel on the stage: 19th century hand-drawn geological map  
An enhanced photograph of John Martin’s 1853 geological map showing local quarries and 
the fossils found therein. Recently conserved with funding from the Gordon Fraser Charitable 
Trust, the original map remains too fragile to be displayed. 
 
 
See also the local photos around the walls. There is a folder of their titles in the Shop – 
unfortunately these are not for sale. 
 
There is an additional toilet in the exit foyer. 
 
Please sign the Visitors’ Book (and complete our optional paper survey if you wish).  
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If you have any questions, please ask one of the duty volunteers or send in your question via 
the website. Or email curator@elginmuseum.org.uk   
We hope you have enjoyed your visit, and that we’ll see you again.  
 

What next? 
 
Please consider joining The Moray Society to support Elgin Museum – the Society owns and 
manages the Museum and its key role is as the ‘Friends of Elgin Museum’.  
 
Your visit can continue – go to our website, where there are articles about a wide range of 
people, objects and events relating to the Museum and Moray, and find more on our YouTube 
channel. 

                  Follow us on social media:              

facebook logo instagram logo YouTube logo

https://www.facebook.com/ElginMuseumMoray/
https://www.instagram.com/elginmuseum/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqVYIHX1wwQUPOcJdVljb7g

