Case 4

Duguid Family Silver Tea Service

We are delighted to have received this year a new donation to the museum: this
four-piece silver tea set, which once belonged to Buckie's Dr Duguid. The tea set
was donated to us by the great-granddaughter of Dr Duguid.

The tea set was made by A. & J. Smith silversmiths in Aberdeen and was presented
to Dr Duguid on the occasion of his marriage by the people of Findochty. It
comprises a teapot (7), hot water pot (5), milk jug (4) and sugar bowl (6).

The inscription on the teapot reads:
"Presented to Dr R. W. Duguid on the occasion of his marriage by the inhabitants of
Findochty as a token of respect and esteem. July 1896"

Interestingly, although the inscription reads "R. W. Duguid", his family believe he
was in fact William R. Duguid - and ancestral archives would seem to support this.
Born in Buckie in 1868, and baptised in Rathven Parish, William Robert Duguid
married Helen Morton Mair on 8th July 1896. They had one daughter, Helen Morton
Turner Duguid, b. 25th May 1897.

William R. Duguid appears to have been the son of former Provost Dr W. R. Duguid
and seems to have been known in his lifetime as Dr Duguid Junior. Dr Duguid Senior
had built his home and practice in 1866-7 at 14 Cluny Square in Buckie, one of the
earliest buildings on the Square and which was latterly used as office for Moray
Council. The two doctors Duguid both practised from this address and were both
involved in many local societies and committees. They were also amongst the first in
Buckie to own a motor car! Dr Duguid Junior may have been happy to switch from
horse to car: a report of in accident in 1898 describes that on his way top Findochty,
his horse shied and overturned the gig into a ditch at the roadside resulting in the
doctor’s left arm being dislocated at the shoulder.

"Our" Dr Duguid died on 5th May 1925, as reported at the time in the Banffshire
Advertiser, and is buried, with his wife Helen, in Burnside Cemetery, Rathven (near
Buckie).

From Nisbet’s Medical Directory 1909:
W. R. Duguid, J.P, N.B. M.B., C.M.Aberd. 1892, M.A. Ed. Aberdeen. M.O. Rathven
Sch. Board
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1: Photo above of Gravestone of Dr W. R. Duguid Junior and his wife Helen, at burnside Cemetery, Rathven



A. & J. Smith, Jewellers and Silversmiths

Aberdeen-based Alexander and John Smith were established Jewellers,
Watchmakers, Gold and Silversmiths, known for their exquisite craftsmanship and
attention to detail. First mentioned in 1868, the firm officially registered their unique
mark, 'A & J. S' enclosed within an oblong punch distinguished by its clipped corners,
at the Edinburgh Assay Office.

They were in business between the mid-19th Century through to the mid-20th
Century. They had premises at different locations across Aberdeen during their time
in business including Nether Kirkgate, St Nicholas Street and Union Street.

2: Photo above of Assay mark of A. & J. Smith, Aberdeen



