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2026 marks the 200th anniversary of the founding of The Royal Scottish Academy (RSA). Since its founding in 

1826, the RSA and their Academicians have played a significant role in shaping the nation’s cultural landscape. 

RSA200: Celebrating Together brings together communities across Scotland and beyond, uniting museums, 

galleries and cultural partners in a shared celebration.  

As part of this, Elgin Museum has curated this display of art by RSA Academicians and is hosting a series of 

creative workshops inspired by their work. For more information about the RSA visit: 

https://www.royalscottishacademy.org/rsa200/ 

 

1 & 3: John Henning HRSA (1771–1851) 

Pencil drawings by John Henning HRSA depicting the friezes of the Parthenon, donated to Elgin Museum in 

2014 by Andrew Douglas Alexander Thomas Bruce, 11th Earl of Elgin and 15th Earl of Kincardine, KT, CD, JP, 

DL. Henning worked from his drawings to create scale models of the Parthenon friezes, which he sold in boxed 

sets – you can see examples of these in Case 3. Henning was not a trained artist, but his drawings capture the 

vitality and drama of the famous marble sculptures. 
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1: Parthenon, West frieze, Slab VIII. Pencil drawing. John 
Henning, HRSA ELGNM: 2004.2.1 
2: Stirling Castle. Watercolour and pencil. D. Y. Cameron, 
RSA ELGNM: 1948.6 
3: Parthenon, North Frieze, Slab XLVI. Pencil drawing. 
John Henning, HRSA ELGNM: 2004.2.2 
4: St. John's Residence, South College, Elgin. Etching. 
George Reid, RSA ELGNM: 1960.11 
5: Elgin Cathedral. Etching. George Reid, RSA ELGNM: 

1938.41 
6: Elgin Cathedral in Snow. Etching. George Reid, RSA 
ELGNM: 1960.12 
 

Figure 1: Parthenon, West frieze, Slab VIII. Pencil drawing. John Henning, 
HRSA ELGNM: 2004.2.1 

Figure 2: Parthenon, North Frieze, Slab XLVI. Pencil drawing. John 
Henning, HRSA ELGNM: 2004.2.2 



2: Sir David Young Cameron RSA (1865–1945)  

Watercolour of Stirling Castle by D. Y. Cameron, part of the Etta Sharp collection. Displayed in 1947 at a 

memorial exhibition at Glasgow Art Gallery & Museums. Cameron was one of Scotland's most prolific and 

influential artists. Born in Glasgow, the son of a minister, he studied Glasgow School of Art and the Royal 

Scottish Academy in Edinburgh. As well as being known for his oil and watercolour paintings, he was also famed 

a printmaker. This watercolour of Stirling Castle is representative of his skill in sensitively capturing the Scottish 

landscape with a delicacy of line and economy of colour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 3: Watercolour of Stirling Castle by D. Y. Cameron 



4 - 6: Sir George Reid RSA (1841-1913)   

Three etchings by George Reid. Born in Aberdeen in 1870, Reid showed early that he was a skilled artist. 

Apprenticed to a lithographers aged only 13, he soon enrolled in the Trustees Academy in Edinburgh, where he 

developed his artistic skills before studying in Europe. On returning to Scotland, he became best known for 

painting portraits. He was also noted for his monochrome works, pen & ink and watercolours sketches, creating 

illustrations for books and magazines. As well as being a regular exhibitor at the RSA Annual Exhibitions, Reid 

was President of the RSA from 1891 – 1902. The etchings on display capture the play of light and shade to great 

effect, creating striking images on a small-scale, perhaps drawing on his early experience with lithography. 

 

 

 

Figure 4: St. John's Residence, South College, Elgin. Etching. George Reid, RSA 
ELGNM: 1960.11 

Figure 5: Elgin Cathedral. Etching. George Reid, RSA ELGNM: 
1938.41 

Figure 7: Elgin Cathedral in Snow. Etching. George 

Reid, RSA ELGNM: 1960.12 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Lithographs by Austrian artist Joseph Dinkel (1806-1891) created for Louis Agassiz’s seminal 1844-45: 

Monographie des poissons fossiles du Vieux Gres Rouge, ou Systeme Devonien (Old Red Sandstone) des Iles 

Britanniques et de Russie (Fossil Fish of the Old Red Sandstone, or Devonian System of the British Isles and of 

Russia). 

 

 

 
Figure 8: Three Lithographs by Austrian artist Joseph Dinkel (1806-1891) 

 

 

6: Pterichthyodes productus – Plate 5 ELGNM: 2024.27.1 
7: Coccosteus cuspidatus – Plate 11 ELGNM: 2024.27.2 
8: Cheirolepis trailli – Plate 12 ELGNM: 2024.27.3  
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George Souter (1845-1920)   

Four watercolour paintings by George Souter, Engineer and Artist. Born in Forres, Souter developed an interest 

in machinery at an early age while working at a wool mill, developed further while apprenticed to a millwright in 

Lhanbryde. In 1871, he established an engineering works in his own name in Elgin manufacturing various 

agricultural and fishing equipment and machinery, latterly making primarily oil engines. In his free time, was 

devoted to studying and creating art.   

Souter’s paintings act as a snapshot in time, capturing now lost closes and buildings around Elgin. With his use 

of light and shade, he draws the viewer down into the narrow closes with him, rubbing shoulders with the 

residents. Souter captures the variety in colour and texture of building materials using the watercolour in an 

opaque rather than transparent way but retaining the inherent softness and subtlety of the paint itself.  

In Elgin City from Cooper Park, there is more of a lightness of touch in use of colour and shading, softening the 

landscape to appear more genteel in stark contrast to the grittier reality of his paintings depicting life in Elgin’s 

closes.  

The painting “Sievewright’s Close” has a label on the back to show it was entered into an “Arts & Crafts 

Exhibition, Fine Art Section” at the “Library & Museum Buildings, Cooper Park, Elgin” (no date is noted). Souter 

was also a regular exhibitor in the RSA Annual Exhibitions. 

You can see four more watercolours by Souter on the West Wall. 

 

 

10: Elgin City from Cooper Park. Watercolour. George Souter ELGNM: 
1924.4 
11: Sievewright's Close, Elgin. Watercolour. George Souter ELGNM: 
1920.1.2 
12: Lockhart’s Close, Elgin. Watercolour. George Souter ELGNM: 1920.1.3 
13: Annie Laing’s Close, Elgin. Watercolour. George Souter ELGNM: 
1920.1.7 
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Figure 9: Four watercolours by George Souter 
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