
Case 1 

Boy’s Kilt Outfit from the Davidson Collection  

 

Museum Volunteer Edwina, along with her granddaughter and fellow Volunteer Izzy, has been 

working on our Costume collection over the winter. They have been assessing condition of items 

and repackaging items to reduce the potential for damage to occur during storage. A favourite item 

they encountered was this boy’s kilt set made by a local tailor. 

 

William John Davidson (1901 – 1989) was a tailor associated with Elgin and Burghead and who 

was known as Jack. The Elgin shop was situated at 21 Commerce Street Elgin. In 1995, after the 

family house was cleared, many items of family memorabilia were donated to Elgin Museum by his 

son Iain Davidson. Among the items were family photographs, tailoring tools and associated items 

and articles of clothing tailed by the Davidson Family. 

 

The tailored clothing included this boy’s kilt set (for a child aged 10 – 12) made by William John 

Davidson (Jack) and worn by his son Malcolm Macleod Davidson in the 1950s.  

 

1. Balmoral Cap 
Knitted cap with toorie (pom-pom). The Balmoral cap or bonnet is a traditional wool hat worn with 
Highland dress. It has a rounded crown, a toorie (pom-pom) and ribbons hanging down the back. 
It is said to have developed from a 16th Century hat, the “blue bonnet”. It is named for the royal 
castle of Balmoral, after Queen Victoria popularised the bonnet.   
ELGNM: 1995.35.145 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1: Balmoral Cap 



2. Woollen kilt jacket  
Fisherman’s Blue Argyll Kilt Jacket  
ELGNM: 1995.35.149 
 

3. Photograph of William Davidson with his three sons outside their Burghead shop 
ELGNM: 1995.35.64 

 

 

Figure 2: Kilt jacket and photo of Davidson's tailors shop in Burghead 



4. Tartan Kilt 
Clan Davidson tartan.   
ELGNM: 1995.35.148 
 

5. Child’s Leather Sporran 
ELGNM: 1995.35.144 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curated by Museum Volunteer Edwina Wilshire, with support from Volunteers Stephanie Horner and Claire Herbert, 
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Figure 3: Kilt and sporran 
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