
Case 4 

Treasure Trove – recent metal detecting finds from Moray 

9. Collection of finds from the area around Cullen Castle 

Left, top – bottom: Spindle Whorl. Annular brooch or buckle. Edward I Irish penny. Right, top to 
bottom: Swivel. Robert II half groat coin. John Balliol halfpenny. 
OE 3798 TT 229/24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Seal Matrix. Hopeman. 

A complete copper-alloy vesica seal matrix of Late Medieval date (1200 – 1400 AD). The term 
vesica refers to the shape of the seal matrix, oval with pointed ends. A seal matrix was used to 
imprint a seal in wax or clay. The text is in Latin and translates to: Seal of William of the Chapel. 
This indicates the owner was a chapel usher.  
OE 3798 TT 250/24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1: Collection of metal finds from the area 
around Cullen Castle 

Figure 2:Seal Matrix. Hopeman. 



11. Gold Posey Ring. Lochyhill.  

17th – 18th century in date, inscribed on the inside: A godly love will not remove.  
OE 3798 TT 325/24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12. Buckle, brooch or strap fitting. Cullen. 

An incomplete copper-alloy buckle, brooch or strap fitting, likely Late Medieval to Post Medieval 
date (1400 – 1800 AD). Incised decoration can be seen on the item.  
OE 3798 TT 220/24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3: Gold Posey Ring. Lochyhill 

Figure 4: Buckle, brooch or strap fitting. Cullen 



13. Collection of finds from the area around Spynie Palace 
Left, top to bottom: Weight. Edward penny. Communion token.  
Right, top to bottom: Lead spindle whorl. Communion token. 
OE 3798 TT 230/24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14. Heraldic pendant. Rothes Castle. 

An incomplete copper-alloy, enamelled, heraldic harness pendant of likely Late Medieval date 
(1200 – 1400 AD). The heraldry is thought to be for either the Devereux or Wake family, both 
prominent families at this time but with no known connection to Rothes Castle.  
OE 3808 TT 22/25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5: Collection of finds from the area 
around Spynie Palace 

Figure 6: Heraldic pendant. Rothes Castle 



 

15. Flat Axehead. Keith. 

Complete copper / copper-alloy Early Bronze Age flat axehead, dating to 2200 – 1700 BC.  
OE 3808 TT 53/25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16. Pin, stem broken. Shougle. 

Cast copper-alloy hair or dress pin, likely Early Medieval in date (700 – 1000 AD). Also known as a 
“hot air balloon head” pin.  
OE 3808 TT 36/25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Display curated by Museum Volunteers Janet Trythall and Claire Herbert, July 2026 

Figure 7: Flat Axehead. Keith 

Figure 8: Pin, stem broken. Shougle 
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