Case 8

New Acquisitions

Elgin Museum has been acquiring artefacts since the 1830s, and we’re still collecting today
- although what we collect has changed slightly in that time. We now have much more of a

focus on local items that tell the story of the Moray region and its people. You can read our

Collections Development Policy on our website: htips://elginmuseum.org.uk/policies/2025-

12-03 cdp-master _approved/ (pdf 357KB)

This collection of 6 silver teaspoons, made by Elgin silversmith William Ferguson, and a
spirit level inscribed to Ferguson were donated to the museum in April this year.

Figure 1: 3 silver teaspoons with Old English style "Y"
inscribed in the ends of the handles. Made by William
Ferguson, Elgin Silversmith.

The teaspoons are marked with a “Y”, in an Old English style font, Young being an old
family name of the donor.
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Figure 2: Large wooden spirit level with brass plaque on the top. The plaque is inscribed:
W. Ferguson Dean of Guild Elgin 1836.

The spirit level has the inscription: “W. Ferguson Dean of Guild Elgin 1836”. Coincidentally,
it was on an October night in 1836 that the idea of Elgin Museum was first discussed!
William Ferguson (1802-1875) was a silver and gold smith, making cutlery and dining
accessories, jewellery, watches, gentleman’s accessories and clocks. If you've visited Elgin
Museum before, you may have seen the silver snuffoox made by Ferguson that was
presented to John Shanks, the Drouthy Cobbler.

Figure 3: Silver (EPNS) Tray presented to John
Sinclair on his retirement from Miltonduff
Distillery

Another recent donation came from the grandchildren of John Sinclair (1868-1937),
Manager/ Secretary of Miltonduff Distillery from 1896 — 1937. David J. M. Sinclair and Joan
E. C. Roberts donated a book written by their grandfather, John Sinclair, in 1916 “The
Manufacture of Malt Whisky: Theoretical and Practical Distillation” (currently awaiting
conservation assessment), this EPNS salver, marking his retirement in 1937 from Miltonduff
distillery, and various papers.
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N SINCLAIR. Figure 6: The SS Melita, on which John Sinclair
hiig e and his family holidayed.

Figure 5: John Sinclair's record of his
1932 Mediterranean Cruise

They also donated another book their grandfather put together as a record of a 13-day
Mediterranean cruise in 1932. Filled with wonderful photographs and typed anecdotes, the

story of the cruise was serialised in 1933 in the “Northern Scot’ and “Moray and Nairn
Express”.

Figure 7: John Sinclair and familte from his book "A
Cruise on the Mediterranean". The photo is captioned

"About to Leave Tetuan". Tetuan (or Tétouan) is a historic
city in northern Morocco.
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