
Case 9 

A Day at the Beach  

 

The shells on display in this case were all collected locally in the 19th Century by Rev. Dr 

George Gordon (1801 – 1893), former minister of Birnie parish, prominent Moray scientist 

and one of the founders of Elgin Museum. With an interest in geology, palaeontology, 

botany, zoology, he championed the region of Moray. He was in regular communication 

with the likes of Hugh Falconer, Hugh Miller, Thomas Huxley – even Charles Darwin!  

We hope this display inspires you to explore the Moray coastline and to start your own shell 

collection - maybe you could create your own pocket-sized shell collection, inspired by 

George Gordon! 

 

1. The Bathing Beach, Lossiemouth. Black and White postcard  

Undated postcard, unsent. Likely 20th century in date.  

ELGNM: 1996.20.20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Small box with collection of miniature shells 

This tiny box of even tinier shells belonged to Rev. George Gordon and bears his name and 

address label on the bottom.  

ELGNM: 1978.1611 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: The Bathing Beach, Lossiemouth. Black and White postcard 

Figure 2: Small box with collection of miniature shells 



3. Beach Party. Black and white photograph  

This image shows a group dressed in Edwardian era clothes – allowing us to date the 

image to the early 1900s. Covesea lighthouse is in the background. From the Anthony 

Spinrg / Studio Tyrell collection.   

ELGNM: 1995.22.273 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Common Tower shells Turritella Communis  

A species of medium-sized sea snails. 

ELGNM: 1978.803.203 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3: Beach Party. Black and white photograph 

Figure 4:Common Tower shells Turritella Communis 



5. Rissoella diaphana 

A tiny sea snail, formerly named Jeffreysia diaphana. Take a look through the magnifying 

glass to see this one in more detail! 

ELGNM: 1978.803.229 

6. Stotfield from the beach, Lossiemouth. Black and White postcard 

Undated postcard, unsent. Likely 20th century in date.  

ELGNM: 1996.20.8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5: Rissoella diaphana 

Figure 6: Stotfield from the beach, Lossiemouth. Black and White postcard 



7. Queen scallops Chlamys opercularis 

Two mounted examples of Queen Scallops, also known as Queenies. Former name Pecten 

opercularis.  An edible mollusc. 

ELGNM: 1978.803.253 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. (L) Common Whelk Bucinum undatum, (R) Red Whelk Neptunea Antiqua  

The Common Whelk is known locally as a Buckie – but this is not where the local town 

derives its name! Both of these whelks are edible molluscs. 

ELGNM: 1978.803.299, ELGNM: 1978.803.276  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7: Queen scallops Chlamys opercularis 

Figure 8: (L) Common Whelk Bucinum 
undatum, (R) Red Whelk Neptunea Antiqua 



9. Sea urchin Echinus esculentus 

Common or edible Sea urchin. 

ELGNM: 1978.868 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Razor Clams Solen Ensis 

Known also as Spoots because they shoot out small jets or spouts of water when 

burrowing. An edible mollusc.  

ELGNM: 1978.803.269 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 9: Sea urchin Echinus esculentus 

Figure 10: Razor Clams Solen Ensis 



11. (L) Cockle Cardium edule, (R) Flat Periwinkle Littoria obtusata 

The cockle is a type of edible saltwater clam. The periwinkle is a type of small whelk or sea 

snail. At the time of its collection, its Latin name was Littoria littoralis. 

ELGNM: 1978.803.245, ELGNM: 1978.803.224 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12. The Beach, Lossiemouth. Black and white postcard. 

Undated postcard, unsent. Post World War II in date, note the anti-tank blocks along the 

beach.  

ELGNM: 1996.20.9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 11: (L) Cockle Cardium edule, (R) Flat Periwinkle Littoria 

obtusata 

Figure 12: The Beach, Lossiemouth. Black and white postcard. 



13. On the Way to the Beach, Lossiemouth. Black and white postcard. 

Undated postcard, unsent. Likely 20th century in date.  

ELGNM: 1996.20.13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14. – 15. Sea urchin Echinus esculentus 

Common or edible Sea urchin. The hollow “shells” as known as tests. In life, the Sea Urchin 

is covered in small spikes. These fall away when it dies, leaving the distinctive pattern you 

see on the dried shell or test. It is quite rare to find a complete sea urchin shell or test, but 

you often find small broken fragments, sometimes square in shape. 

ELGNM: 1975.33, ELGNM: 1975.31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Display curated by Museum Volunteer Claire Herbert, July 2026 

Figure 13: On the Way to the Beach, Lossiemouth. Black and white postcard. 

Figure 14: Sea urchin Echinus esculentus 
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