Case 6 Finds from the NLHF Inventory Project

In 2025, Elgin Museum secured funding from the National Lottery Heritage Fund
(NLHF) to help drive forward the much-needed Buildings Redevelopment Project
and help lay the groundwork for the future of the Museum. A key outcome of this
funding is a full inventory of our collection. This is in preparation for objects to be
moved to a secure off-site location while redevelopment works are carried out.

The NLHF-funded Inventory Project has, to date, recorded over 36,000 objects and
continues to progress further into the Museum stores. The objects in this case, and
frames above, represent just some of the highlights of the inventory of the East
Store.

Figure 1: Showing the numbered items listed below

1. Album of pressed seaweed specimens from the Orkney Isles

Featuring 108 pressed seaweed specimens collected from the Orkney Isles, this
album has been a firm favourite of some of our Museum volunteers for many years.
Its preparation is similar to that of flower pressing. Once washed to remove debris
and sand, each seaweed specimen was carefully mounted on card and dried before
pressing. The result of this process is a visually striking collection of prints which
provide a snapshot into the wonderful biodiversity of Orcadian algae.



See the frames above for some close-up perspectives of the varieties of other
seaweed specimens within the album. (ELGNM: 1984.9)

Figure 2: Photos of some of the pressed seaweeds from the album

2. Admissions ticket for the Two Red Shoes Ballroom (‘The Taw Bits’), Elgin

Permits entry to performance by The Original Checkmates and Jimmy Crawford &
the Ravens, and the Semi-Finals of Miss North of Scotland 1962.

Formerly located on South College Street (now Fika Entertainment Centre), the Two
Red Shoes held fond memories for some of our volunteers, none more so than the
late Bill Dalgarno, a former ballroom employee. Bill was a beloved volunteer and
trustee of The Moray Society. He dedicated over 20 years of his life to Elgin
Museum, and along the way made outstanding contributions to the management of
the collection and the museum at large. He is very much missed. (ELGNM: 1999.24)

3. Souvenir postcard

The ‘O-FISH-AL Souvenir of Elgin'. A fold-out collection of twelve photographic prints
(black and white) featuring places of interest in Elgin within a tasteful fish-shaped
enclosure. Part of a postcard series produced in the early 20th century by Valentine
& Sons, Dundee. (ELGNM: 1968.13)

4. Cameo

Helmet shell, Cassis madagascariensis, carved in cameo with a scene from Greco-
Roman mythology. Its artistry closely resembles examples carved in Naples during



the 19th century, purchased as souvenirs by wealthy tourists during the Grand Tour.
(ELGNM: 1978.804.1)

Display curated by Carenza Murray, Inventory Project Manager, with Elgin Museum
volunteers, 24/07/2026.
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